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Mastering Multiple Position Sex by Eric Marlowe Garrison 
   

ANALYSIS: 
 
 Our Collection Development Policy (Policy 0-4) states that “The Library Board considers all material 
selected under this policy to be protected under the First Amendment of the United States Constitution and the 
Constitution of the State of Ohio.” (Section C). If anyone wants to censor any library material, they must first 
prove that it is not protected. This fundamental clause protects the library, its collection and its users from both 
external and internal censorship.  
 
 Our Collection Development Policy  formally endorses The Library Bill of Rights, The Freedom to 
Read and The Freedom to View and guarantees the intellectual freedom rights of library users  (Section F): 
 
  Selection by patrons of reading, listening or viewing materials is a purely individual matter and  
  that while each patron is free to reject for himself or his own minor children those Library  
  materials to which he does not approve, no one can exercise this right to restrict the freedom of  
  others to read or use Library materials. 
 
 Collection development is not a contest of biases waged between individuals labeled “liberal” or 
“conservative.” Censoring library selections through personal disapproval mechanisms, whether those 
mechanisms are “liberal” or “conservative”, turns the principles of intellectual freedom upside down and 
replaces them with a capricious system of private opinion and private prejudice. Since January 2009, the library 
has ordered approximately 6000 books, 1000 DVDs and 300 CDs. At a practical level, the process of acquiring, 
processing and making that material available in a timely fashion would come to a screeching halt in a system 
that invited a dogmatic tug-of-war over every single item on every single order. 
 
 Collection development is performed by educated, trained and experienced individuals guided by solid 
legal, professional and ethical principles. Those principles are intended to prevent individuals, including library 
employees, from imposing their personal, private opinions on an institution that serves a diverse community in a 
democratic society.  
   
 This philosophy is expressed in the library’s Collection Development Policy, which states: 
 
  Section D. The collection of the Pataskala Public Library is intended to meet the information,  
  reference and recreation needs of its users. The collection will represent balanced coverage of  
  opinions so users can examine all sides of an issue. This balance will be achieved by 

 representing a diversity of ideas, not necessarily an equality in numbers. Representation of an  
  idea, opinion or school of thought within the Library’s collection does not constitute  
  endorsement by the staff or the Library Board.  
and   
  Section E. Library materials are selected on the basis of their content as a whole and will not be  
  excluded because of the origin, background or views of those contributing to their creation.  
  Materials will not be restricted, sequestered or labeled by the Library because of controversy  
  about the author or the subject matter. Selections will not be made on the basis of any anticipated  
  approval or disapproval but solely on the merits of the material.  
  
  
 



 Absent these principles, the entire collection is subject to censorship based on the ideologies or taste of 
individuals and organizations. Over 10,000 censorship attempts have been reported to the American Library 
Association since 1995. Over 2,500 public libraries were targeted. The reasons cited include racism, sexism, 
violence, political and religious viewpoints. The largest portion, over 3000, involved sex or sexuality.  
 
 Our selections are based on information provided by various professional review sources, marketing 
information sent by authoritative publishers and patron requests. Every staff member who selects material is 
familiar with the procedures and policies that we have had in place for years. The Library Director selects all 
materials for the various adult collections. Collection development in different areas is delegated to staff who 
have the proper education and experience. By policy, final responsibility lies with the Director.  
 
 The specific criteria that are applied by all library staff who select material are described in our 
Collection Development Policy, Section H. The criteria that are most pertinent to the subject at hand are:   
 
  Relevance to community demand and need 

 Relationship to other parts of collection 
 Information on sex and sexuality is as relevant to our community as any other nonfiction. This  
 is reflected by use of our materials on the subjects. As of this date, titles that can be described as  
 sex manuals have been borrowed 99 times. Titles on the subject of sexual biology, prevention of  
 sexual abuse, harassment and sexually transmitted diseases, recovering from marital affairs and  
 the issues surrounding sexual behavior have been borrowed 52 times. Titles on sexuality that  
 specifically reflect a Christian orientation, including works by James Dobson and Focus on the  
 Family Physician’s Research Council have been borrowed 95 times.  
 
 Authority of the author and/or publisher 
 Accuracy and reliability of information contained in the work 
 Viewpoint of the author, with the goal of providing a diversity of ideas 
 Mr. Garrison is an educated professional, certified and licensed by various medical and  
 professional Boards in the United States and the UK. He has lectured at over 40 different  
 institutions of higher education ranging from the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine to The  
 University of Mississippi. He is listed as one of the speakers sponsored by an NCAA grant that  
 educates student athletes on the subjects of: Safer Sex, Sexual Assault Prevention, Sexual Health  
 and Hazing Prevention. His career focuses on healthy sexual relationships, sexual and personal  

  responsibility and the prevention of sex-related violence and abuse.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
The selection of Mr. Garrison’s book is valid for the library and its users. It is protected by the First 

Amendment and the Constitution of the State of Ohio. The subject matter is relevant. His authority and 
reliability are firmly established. His viewpoint represents the diversity of ideas that our library is dedicated to 
preserving and providing. 

 
The determination of the Staff Selection Committee is to retain Mastering Multiple Position Sex in the 

library collection. It was also suggested that we move the title from the new non-fiction shelves to the regular 
non-fiction section. I concur with that recommendation. One Committee member suggested placing a cover 
over the jacket. I disagree with that recommendation based on the implied disapproval that such a cover 
represents.  
 
 In order to reinforce the authority of parents over what library materials their children select, I also 
recommend that we seek guidance from the proper legal and technical authorities concerning the following draft 
amendments to our library card application and Circulation Policy (0-2).  
 
 Library card application statement (amendments underlined): 
 
  For parents or legal guardians of minors (applicants under the age of 18). Please circle one 
  Do you want to restrict your child’s access to materials classified Yes  No 
  by the library as Juvenile? 
  Do you want your child to have video borrowing privileges? Yes  No 
  Do you want your child to have Internet access?   Yes   No  
  (If yes, please read our Internet Acceptable Use policy) 

  PLEASE READ BEFORE SIGNING 
  I verify that the above information is correct. The cardholder (or parent or legal guardian) agrees  
  to pay for items returned overdue and to pay replacement charges for damaged, lost or stolen  
  materials. The cardholder or parent or legal guardian may be prosecuted civilly or criminally for  
  lost or stolen items. This card remains the property of the Pataskala Public Library and a  

 replacement fee for lost cards is charged. While each patron is free to reject for himself or his  
  own minor children those library materials to which he does not approve, no one can exercise  

 this right to restrict the freedom of others to read or use Library materials. Responsibility for  
 the reading, listening or viewing of minor children rests with their parents or legal guardians. 

  Unless specified above, a signed permission statement grants full, unrestricted access to any  
  and all library materials and information. 
 
 
 
 Circulation Policy (amendment underlined): 
 
  A. Borrowing privileges 
  2. A minor’s parent or legal guardian is required to sign a permission statement on a card   
  application submitted for that minor. A signed permission statement grants full, unrestricted  
  access to any and all library materials and information. Parents or legal guardians of minor  
  children may choose to restrict their child’s or ward’s access to material classified by the library  
  as juvenile. A separate permission statement is required in order for minors to access OPLIN  
  (Ohio Public Library Information Network) and borrow video materials.  
 
 


